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History Unit Overview
Year 4
	British History; Enquiry Question: What changed in Britain after the Anglo-Saxon invasion? 

	Sticky Knowledge
	Enrichment Opportunities

	
· To know that the Anglo-Saxons came from Denmark, Germany and the Netherlands
· To know that the Anglo-Saxon tribes were called the Angles, Jutes and Saxons
· To know that most Anglo-Saxon houses were made from wattle and daub, wood and had thatched roofs
· To know that Sutton Hoo suggests that Anglo-Saxons were capable craftsmen and had trade links with other parts of the world
· To know that St Columbia, St Aidan and St Augustine were all Christian missionaries in Anglo-Saxon Britain who spread Christian beliefs
· To know that King Alfred the Great was the Anglo-Saxon king of Wessex
· To know that King Alfred defeated the Vikings in The Battle of Edington 
· To know that there were four contenders to the English throne in 1066 – Harold Hadrada, Harold Godwinson, William of Normandy and Edgar Atheling 
	Anglo-Saxon visitor, Museum Loan Box

	
	Key Vocabulary

	
	claimant, invasion, kingdom, missionary, oath, settlement, settlers, Vikings, Viking raids, inference


	Prior Learning; 
· Y3 – I know that different groups of people have invaded and settled in Britain and that these arrivals changed the lives of the people already living here. 
· Y3 – I know that people migrate and settle in new places for different reasons. 
· Y3 – I know that historians use artefacts, archaeological evidence and historical sources to find out about the past. 
· Y3 - I know that different societies had their own beliefs, cultures and ways of life. 
· Y3 – I know that events from different periods of history can be placed on a timeline and that Britain has changed over time. 

	National Curriculum Coverage
· KS2 -   Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots
· KS2 - The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor

	Key Knowledge

	Substantive (abstract) Concepts

	Achievement and Folies of Mankind
· To know the legacy and contribution of the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings to life today in Britain.
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	Disciplinary Concepts
	Chronological Awareness - Knowledge

	Historical Significance
· To know that significant archaeological findings are those which change how we see the past.
· To know that ‘historically significant’ events are those which changed many people’s lives and had an impact for many years to come.
Sources of evidence
· To know that we can make inferences and deductions using images from the past.
	· To know that Anno Domini (AD) is Latin for 'in the Year of the Lord,' and is the term used to date the years after Jesus was born.
· To know that we can use dates to work out the interval between periods of time and the duration of historical events or periods.


	Key Skills

	Disciplinary Concepts – Key Skills
	Historical Enquiry – Key Skills

	Change and continuity
· Identifying reasons for change and reasons for continuities.
· Identifying what the situation was like before the change occurred.
· Comparing different periods of history and identifying changes and continuity.
· Describing the changes and continuity between different periods of history.
· Identifying the links between different societies.
Cause and consequence
· Identifying the consequences of events and the actions of people.
· Identifying reasons for historical events, situations and changes.
Similarities and differences
· Identifying similarities and differences between periods of history.
· Explaining similarities and differences between daily lives of people in the past and today.
· Identifying similarities and differences between social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity in Britain and the wider world.
Historical significance
· Recalling some important people and events.
· Identifying who is important in historical sources and accounts.
Sources of evidence
· Using a range of sources to find out about a period.
· Using evidence to build up a picture of a past event.
· Observing the small details when using artefacts and pictures.
Historical interpretations
· Identifying and giving reasons for different ways in which the past is represented.
· Exploring different representations from the period e.g. archaeological evidence, museum evidence, cartoons and books.
· Evaluating the usefulness of different sources.
	Posing historical questions
· Understanding how historical enquiry questions are structured.
· Creating historically-valid questions across a range of time periods, cultures and groups of people.
· Asking questions about the main features of everyday life in periods studied, e.g. how did people live.
· Asking questions about the bias of historical evidence.
Gathering, organising and evaluating evidence
· Using a range of sources to construct knowledge of the past.
· Defining the terms ‘source’ and ‘evidence’.
· Extracting the appropriate information from a historical source.
· Identifying primary and secondary sources.
· Identifying the bias of a source.
· Comparing and contrasting different historical sources.
Interpreting findings, analysing and making connections
· Understanding that there are different ways to interpret evidence.
· Understanding and making deductions from documentary as well as concrete evidence e.g. pictures and artefacts.
· Making links and connections across a period of time, cultures or groups.
· Asking the question “How do we know?”
Evaluating and drawing conclusions
· Understanding that there may be multiple conclusions to a historical enquiry question.
· Reaching conclusions that are substantiated by historical evidence.
Communicating findings
· Communicating knowledge and understanding through discussion, debates, drama, art and writing.
· Constructing answers using evidence to substantiate findings.
· Identifying weaknesses in historical accounts and arguments.
· Creating a simple imaginative reconstruction of a past event using the evidence available to draw, model, dramatise, write or retell the story.
· Creating a structured response or narrative to answer a historical enquiry.


	 Chronological Awareness – Key Skills
	

	· Sequencing events on a timeline, referring to times studied in KS1 to see where these fit in.
· Understanding that history is divided into periods of history e.g. ancient times, middle ages and modern.
· Using dates to work out the interval between periods of time and the duration of historical events or periods.
· Using BC/AD/Century.
· Beginning to develop a chronologically secure knowledge of local, British and world history across the periods studied.
· Placing the time studied on a timeline
· Using dates and terms related to the unit and passing of time e.g. millennium, continuity and ancient.
· Noticing connections over a period of time.
· Making a simple individual timeline.
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