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History Unit Overview
Year 4
	Enquiry Question: How have children’s lives changed? 

	Sticky Knowledge
	Enrichment Opportunities

	
· To know that many children needed to work in the Tudor and Victorian periods because they needed to help support themselves and their families
· To know that Tudor apprentices had to swear an oath to be loyal to their master and work for them for the next seven years
· To know that children in the Victorian times worked in textile mills, coal mines, as chimney sweeps and as servants
· To know that Lord Shaftesbury was historically significant because he wanted to improve poor working conditions and ensure all children had an education
· To know that many people died at a young age in the Victorian and Tudor periods due to cramped living conditions which meant diseases spread quickly; diseases like the plague and the flu had no cure; and they did not have clean water supplies
· To know there have been significant medical advancements since the Victorian period

	

	
	Key Vocabulary

	
	apprentice, childhood, class, continuity, deduction, law, master, modern, poverty, servant, significance, wealthier, working conditions


	Prior Learning; 
· Y2 – I know that people’s lives have changed over time and that some aspects of life have stayed the same while others have changed. 
· Y3 – I know that historians use different sources, such as artefacts, photographs and documents, to find out about the past.
· Y3 – I know that changes in technology, materials and inventions can improve the way people live and work. 
· Y3 – I know that significant individuals can bring about important changes that affect many people. 
· Y3 – I know that different societies and periods of history had different ways of living, working and organising their communities. 

	National Curriculum Coverage
KS2 -  a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupil’s chronological knowledge beyond 1066

	Key Knowledge

	Substantive (abstract) Concepts

	Civilisation (social and cultural)
· To understand that society was organised in different ways in different cultures and times and consisted of different groups with different roles and lifestyles.
· To know that education existed in some cultures, times and groups.
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	Disciplinary Concepts
	Chronological Awareness - Knowledge

	Cause and Consequence
· To know that the actions of people can be the cause of change (eg. Lord Shaftesbury).
· To know that advancements in science and technology can be the cause of change.
Historical significance
· To know that ‘historically significant’ events are those which changed many people’s lives and had an impact for many years to come.
Sources of Evidence
· To know that we must consider a source’s audience, purpose, creator and accuracy to determine if it is a reliable source.
Historical Interpretations:
· To know that assumptions made by historians can change in the light of new evidence.
	· To know that history is divided into periods of history e.g. ancient times, middle ages and modern.
· To know that the Tudor period is the name of the period from 1485-1603 as this was when the Tudor family were the ruling family in England.
· To know that the Victorian period is the period 1833-1901 and roughly coincides with the years that Queen Victoria ruled.

	Key Skills

	Disciplinary Concepts – Key Skills
	Historical Enquiry – Key Skills

	Change and continuity
· Identifying reasons for change and reasons for continuities.
· Identifying what the situation was like before the change occurred.
· Comparing different periods of history and identifying changes and continuity.
· Describing the changes and continuity between different periods of history.
Cause and consequence
· Identifying the consequences of events and the actions of people.
· Identifying reasons for historical events, situations and changes.
Similarities and differences
· Explaining similarities and differences between daily lives of people in the past and today.
Historical significance
· Recalling some important people and events.
· Identifying who is important in historical sources and accounts.
Sources of evidence
· Using a range of sources to find out about a period.
· Using evidence to build up a picture of a past event.
· Observing the small details when using artefacts and pictures.
· Identifying sources which are influenced by the personal beliefs of the author
Historical interpretations
· Identifying and giving reasons for different ways in which the past is represented.
· Identifying the differences between different sources and giving reasons for the ways in which the past is represented.
· Evaluating the usefulness of different sources.

	Posing historical questions
· Understanding how historical enquiry questions are structured.
· Creating historically-valid questions across a range of time periods, cultures and groups of people.
· Asking questions about the main features of everyday life in periods studied, e.g. how did people live?
· Creating questions for different types of historical enquiry.
· Asking questions about the bias of historical evidence.
Gathering, organising and evaluating evidence
· Using a range of sources to construct knowledge of the past.
· Defining the terms ‘source’ and ‘evidence’.
· Extracting the appropriate information from a historical source.
· Selecting and recording relevant information from a range of sources to answer a question.
· Identifying primary and secondary sources.
· Identifying the bias of a source.
· Comparing and contrasting different historical sources.
Interpreting findings, analysing and making connections
· Understanding and making deductions from documentary as well as concrete evidence e.g. pictures and artefacts.
· Making links and connections across a period of time, cultures or groups.
· Asking the question “How do we know?”
Evaluating and drawing conclusions
· Understanding that there may be multiple conclusions to a historical enquiry question.
· Reaching conclusions that are substantiated by historical evidence.
· Recognising similarities and differences between past events and today.
Communicating findings
· Communicating knowledge and understanding through discussion, debates, drama, art and writing.
· Constructing answers using evidence to substantiate findings.
· Creating a simple imaginative reconstruction of a past event using the evidence available to draw, model, dramatise, write or retell the story.
· Creating a structured response or narrative to answer a historical enquiry.
· Describing past events orally or in writing, recognising similarities and differences with today

	 Chronological Awareness – Key Skills
	

	· Understanding that history is divided into periods of history e.g. ancient times, Middle Ages and modern.
· Using dates to work out the interval between periods of time and the duration of historical events or periods.
· Using BC/AD/Century.
· Sequencing eight to ten artefacts, historical pictures or events.
· Beginning to develop a chronologically secure knowledge of local, British and world history across the periods studied.
· Placing the time studied on a timeline
· Using dates and terms related to the unit and passing of time e.g. millennium, continuity and ancient.
· Noticing connections over a period of time.
· Making a simple individual timeline.
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