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History Unit Overview
Year 3
	Enquiry Question: What was important to Ancient Egyptians?

	Sticky Knowledge
	Enrichment Opportunities

	· To know that Ancient Sumer, the Shang Dynasty, Ancient Egypt and the Indus Valley civilisations were all developed near rivers.
· To know that the River Nile was important to ancient Egyptians as it gave them drinking water; made their fields fertile; helped them trade with other people and provided them with fish to eat.
· To know that the Rosetta Stone helped historians ‘crack the code’ of hieroglyphics. 
· To know that hieroglyphics used symbols instead of letters and were written in different directions, such as left to right or top to bottom.
· To know that ancient Egyptians buried their dead with many treasures as they believed they would need the items in the Afterlife. 
· To know that ancient Egyptians used resin and linen cloth to preserve bodies during mummification. 
· To know that ancient Egyptian pharaohs were buried in The Pyramids at Giza; The Valley of the Kings and the rock tombs at Beni Hassan. 
· To know that Howard Carter was a famous archaeologist who discovered Tutankhamun’s tomb. 
	Workshop/Visitor/Loan Box/Trip 

	
	Key Vocabulary

	
	Achievement, afterlife, beliefs, chronological, civilisation, continuity, creation, goods, trade, pharaoh, tomb, hieroglyph, mummification

	Prior Learning; 
· Y2 – I know that different civilisations lived in different periods of history and that events can be placed in chronological order on a timeline.
· Y2 – I know that historians use artefacts, photographs and archaeological evidence to find out about the past. 
· Y3 – I know that archaeological evidence does not always tell us everything about the past and that historians sometimes have to make careful interpretations. 
· Y3 – I know that people in the past had different beliefs, ways of life and ways of organising their societies. 
· Y3 – I know that important people, achievements and inventions can help us understand why a civilisation is significant. 

	National Curriculum Coverage
KS2 -  achievements of the earliest civilisations – an overview of where and when the first civilisations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China

	Key Knowledge

	Substantive (abstract) Concepts

	Power (monarchy, government and empire)
· To understand that societal hierarchies and structures existed including aristocracy and peasantry.
Invasion, settlement and migration
· To understand that society was organised in different ways in different cultures and times and consisted of different groups with different roles and lifestyles.
Civilisation (social and cultural)
· To understand how invaders and settlers influence the culture of the existing population.
· To understand that society was organised in different ways in different cultures and times and consisted of different groups with different roles and lifestyles.
· To understand how invaders and settlers influence the culture of the existing population
· To understand that society was organised in different ways in different cultures and times and consisted of different groups with different roles and lifestyles.
Beliefs
· To understand that there are different beliefs in different cultures, times and groups.
· To compare the beliefs in different cultures, times and groups.
Achievements and follies of mankind
· To be aware that the achievements of ancient civilisations contributed to the development of technology, culture and science. 

	Disciplinary Concepts
	Chronological Awareness - Knowledge

	Change and continuity
· To know that change can be brought about by advancements in trade.
Historical Significance
· To know that significant archaeological findings are those which change how we see the past.
· To know that ‘historically significant’ events are those which changed many people’s lives and had an impact for many years to come.
Sources of evidence
· To know that archaeological evidence can be used to find out about the past.
· To know that we can make inferences and deductions using images from the past.
Historical Interpretations
· To know that archaeological evidence has limitations: does not give all the answers or tell us about the emotions of people in the past.
· To know that assumptions made by historians can change in the light of new evidence.
	· To know that AD means Anno Domini and can be used to show years from the year 1AD.

	Key Skills

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Disciplinary Concepts – Key Skills
	Historical Enquiry – Key Skills

	Change and continuity
· Identifying the links between different societies.
Cause and consequence
· Identifying the consequences of events and the actions of people.
· Identifying reasons for historical events, situations and changes.
Sources of evidence
· Using a range of sources to find out about a period.
· Using evidence to build up a picture of a past event.
· Observing the small details when using artefacts and pictures.
Historical interpretations
· Exploring different representations from the period e.g. archaeological evidence, museum evidence, cartoons and books.





	Posing historical questions
· Understanding how historical enquiry questions are structured.
· Creating historically-valid questions across a range of time periods, cultures and groups of people.
· Asking questions about the bias of historical evidence.
Gathering, organising and evaluating evidence
· Extracting the appropriate information from a historical source.
· Identifying primary and secondary sources.
Interpreting findings, analysing and making connections
· Understanding that there are different ways to interpret evidence. 
· Interpreting evidence in different ways. 
· Understanding and making deductions from documentary as well as concrete evidence e.g. pictures and artefacts.
· Making links and connections across a period of time, cultures or groups.
· Asking the question ‘How do we know?’
Evaluating and drawing conclusions
· Understanding that there may be multiple conclusions to a historical enquiry question. 
· Reaching conclusions that are substantiated by historical evidence.
· Recognising similarities and differences between past events and today.
Communicating findings
· Communicating knowledge and understanding through discussion, debates, drama, art and writing.
· Constructing answers using evidence to substantiate findings.
· Creating a simple imaginative reconstruction of a past event using the evidence available to draw, model, dramatise, write or retell the story.
· Creating a structured response or narrative to answer a historical enquiry.


	 Chronological Awareness – Key Skills
	

	· Understanding that history is divided into periods of history e.g. ancient times, middle ages and modern.
· Using dates to work out the interval between periods of time and the duration of historical events or periods.
· Using BC/AD/Century
· Beginning to develop a chronologically secure knowledge of local, British and world history across the periods studied.
· Placing the time studied on a timeline
· Using dates and terms related to the unit and passing of time e.g. millennium, continuity and ancient.
· Noticing connections over a period of time.
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