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History Unit Overview
Year 2
	Enquiry Question: What is a monarch?

	Sticky Knowledge
	Enrichment Opportunities

	· To know King Charles III is our current monarch and has been the monarch since 2022. 
· To know that the monarch has many different roles including Head of State; Head of Armed Forces; Head of the Church of England; signing official documents and working for charities.
· To know that when a monarch dies, their eldest child becomes the new monarch. 
· To know that a coronation is a special religious ceremony where a new king or queen is crowned. 
· To know that the Bayeux Tapestry shows how William the Conqueror became king. 
· To know that William the Conqueror made laws by himself. 
· To know that some castles were used to keep kings and queens safe. 
	Visit to Clitheroe Castle, History loan box

	
	Key Vocabulary

	
	King, monarchy, power, queen, ruler

	Prior Learning; 
· Y1 & Y2 – I know that some people are historically significant because their achievements changed the lives of many people. 
· Y1 – I know that the past can be explored using photographs, artefacts and other historical sources.
· Y1 & Y2 – I know that events from the past can be placed in chronological order on a timeline. 
· Y1 & Y2 – I know that life today is different from life in the past and that some changes have happened over a long period of time. 
· Y2 – I know that some people had important jobs and responsibilities that affected the lives of others. 

	National Curriculum Coverage
· KS1 - changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life.
· KS1 - events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally

	Key Knowledge

	Substantive (abstract) Concepts

	Power (monarchy, government and empire)
· To know that a monarch in the UK is a king or queen.
· To begin to understand that power is exercised in different ways in different culture, times and groups e.g. monarchy
· To know that Britain was organised into kingdoms and these were governed by monarchs. 
Achievements and follies of mankind
· To be aware of the achievements of significant individuals.
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	Disciplinary Concepts
	Chronological Awareness - Knowledge

	Historical significance
· To know that some events are more significant than others
· To know the impact of a historical event on society.
· To know that ‘historically significant’ people are those who changed many people’s lives.
Sources of evidence
· To know that historians use evidence from sources to find out more about the past.
Historical interpretations
· To know that the past is represented in different ways
	· To know that beyond living memory is more than 100 years ago 
· To know that events in history may last different amounts of time. 

	Key Skills

	Disciplinary Concepts – Key Skills
	Historical Enquiry – Key Skills

	Change and continuity
· Recognising some things which have changed/stayed the same as the past.
· Identifying simple reasons for changes.
Cause and consequence
· Asking questions about why people did things, why events happened and what happened as a result.
· Recognising why people did things, why events happened and what happened as a result.
Similarities and differences
· Finding out about people, events and beliefs in society.
· Identifying similarities and difference between ways of life at different times. 
Historical significance
· Discussing who was important in a historical event.
Sources of evidence
· Using artefacts, photographs and visits to museums to ask and answer questions about the past.
· Making simple observations about a source or artefact.
· Using sources to show an understanding of historical concepts (see above).
Historical interpretations
· Recognising different ways in which the past is represented (including eye-witness accounts).
· Comparing pictures or photographs of people or events in the past.

	Posing historical questions
· Asking a range of questions about stories, events and people.
· Understanding the importance of historically-valid questions.
Gathering, organising and evaluating evidence
· Understanding how we use books and sources to find out about the past.
· Using a source to answer questions about the past.
· Evaluating the usefulness of sources to a historical enquiry.
· Selecting information from a source to answer a question.
Interpreting findings, analysing and making connections
· Making links and connections across a unit of study.
Evaluating and drawing conclusions
· Making simple conclusions about a question using evidence to support.
Communicating findings
· Communicating answers to questions in a variety of ways, including discussion, drama and writing (labelling, simple recount).
· Using relevant vocabulary in answers.
· Describing past events and people by drawing or writing.


	 Chronological Awareness – Key Skills
	

	· Sequencing up to six photographs, focusing on the intervals between events.
· Placing events on a timeline, building on times studied in Year 1.
· Beginning to recognise how long each event lasted.
· Knowing where people/events studied fit into a chronological framework.
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