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Science Unit Overview	Year 6	Light
	Sticky Knowledge
	Focused Assessment of Working Scientifically

	· To know that animals see light sources when light travels from the source into their eyes
· To know that animals see objects when light is reflected off that object and enters their eyes
· To know that light reflects off all objects (unless they are black) 
· To know that non shiny surfaces scatter the light, so we do not see them
· To know that light travels in straight lines
	Record: Investigating shadows


	
	Key Vocabulary

	
	Refraction, reflection, spectrum, rainbow

	National Curriculum Coverage

	Working Scientifically
	Key Knowledge

	· Decide where to place rear view mirrors on cars
· Design and make a periscope (use the idea that light appears to travel in straight lines to explain how it works)
· Investigate the relationship between light sources, objects and shadows (use shadow puppets)
· Extend experiences of light by looking at a range of phenomena (rainbows, soap bubbles, objects looking bent in water and coloured filters) (Children do not need to explain why these phenomena occur)
	· Recognise that light appears to travel in straight lines.
· Use the idea that light travels in straight lines to explain that objects are seen because they give out or reflect light into the eye.
· Explain that we see things because light travels from light sources to our eyes or from light sources to objects and then to our eyes.
· Use the idea that light travels in straight lines to explain why shadows have the same shape as the objects that cast them.
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