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Science Unit Overview	Year 3	Rocks
	Sticky Knowledge
	Focused Assessment of Working Scientifically

	· To know that there are different types of rock
· To know that there are different types of soil
· To know that soils change over time
· To know that different plants grow in different soils
· To know that fossils tell us what has happened before
· To know that fossils provide evidence
· To know that palaeontologists use fossils to find out about the past
· To know that fossils provide evidence that living things have changed over time 
	Interpret and report: Reporting on Rocks

	
	Key Vocabulary

	
	Soil, organic matter, fossil, sandstone, granite, marble, pumice absorbent, crumble sedimentary, layer, sedimentary igneous, magma, lava, gas bubbles (tiny holes/spaces) metamorphic, change, squeeze, pressure

	National Curriculum Coverage

	Working Scientifically
	Key Knowledge

	· Observe rocks those used in buildings and the local area (local walk opportunity)
· Explore how and why rocks may have changed over time (erosion and impact)
· Use a hand lens/intel microscope to identify and classify rocks (whether they have grains, fossils or crystals)
· Research and discuss different kinds of living things whose fossils are round in sedimentary rocks
· Explore how fossils are formed
· Explore different soils
· Identify similarities and differences between different soils
· Investigate what happens when rocks are rubbed together
· Raise and answer questions about the way soils are formed
	· Compare and group together different kinds of rocks on the basis of their appearance and simple physical properties.
· Describe in simple terms how fossils are formed when things that have lived are trapped within rock.
· Recognise that soils are made from rocks and organic matter.
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