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Science Unit Overview	Year 3	Light
	Sticky Knowledge
	Focused Assessment of Working Scientifically

	· To know that there must be light for us to see.  Without light it is dark.
· To know that we need light to see things even shiny things.
· To know that transparent materials let light travel through them, and opaque materials don’t let light through
· To know that beams of light bounce off some materials (reflection)
· To know that shiny materials reflect light beams better than non-shiny materials
· To know that light comes from a source
	Record: Can everything make a shadow?

	
	Key Vocabulary

	
	Light source, mirror, reflect, reflective, reflection shadow, blocked transparent, translucent, opaque

	National Curriculum Coverage

	Working Scientifically
	Key Knowledge

	· Pupils need to be warned not to look directly at the sun even when wearing dark glasses
· Look for patterns in what happens to shadows when the light source moves
· Describe how the object changes when the distance between the light source is altered
	· Recognise that they need light in order to see things and that dark is the absence of light.
· Notice that light is reflected from surfaces.
· Recognise that light from the sun can be dangerous and that there are ways to protect their eyes
· Recognise that shadows are formed when the light from a light source is blocked by an opaque object.
· Find patterns in the way that the size of shadows change.
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